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This being Capilano's 40th year, 
the informer will be running a 
series of stories about the 
College's history. Do you have a 
memory you'd like to share? 
Please send it to Shelley Kean 
at skean@capcollege.bc.ca 
Notes from a meeting between P'J l..,, Capilano's principal, Alf Glenesk 
At Capilano College our mission ~ ~ and tw~ faculty members (FM) 
is to enable student success. on Apnl 7, 1970: 
St«dentcrime sleuths 
FM #1: Has the matter of 
computerisation (sic) gone to 
the Research and Development 
committee for their instruction 
or to the Finance committee? 
More than 200 Lower Mainland high 
school sleuths were hot on the 
DNA trail of a killer in December at 
Capilano's North Vancouver campus 
during a series of eight Genome 
B.C.-sponsored Geneskool on the 
Road workshops. 
And while the homicide they were 
investigating was fictional, the 
secondary school biology students 
from Burnaby, Vancouver, Mission, 
Richmond and Delta employed the 
same techniques and equipment 
used on the popular TV crime drama, 
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
"The kids just have a ball at these 
events," said Capilano Lab convener, 
Ann Meitz, herself a huge CSI fan, 
who sat in on Capilano's Geneskool 
workshops Last April and who was 
one of three facilitators for the fully 
booked day-Long sessions. "They 
do DNA extraction from fruit, as 
opposed to real crime-scene DNA. 
But they use the same genetic 
fingerprinting tools that forensics 
and biotech Labs work with." 
When the culprit's DNA is finally 
revealed, many of the students 
"are totally surprised," she added, 
"because the person they initially 
suspected didn't do it." 
Genome B.C. medical geneticist, 
Dr. Catherine Anderson, who 
founded the non-profit research 
organization's Geneskool program 
two years ago, said the workshops 
dovetail closely with the province's 
high school biology curriculum. 
Marja de Jong Westman, the 
Faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences 
Biology coordinator who organized 
industry," said ~ay,J~mf~son, 
CLCs accreditation $E!rvices manager! 
1
'Spemfically, Ca.pil~no's (ESL) 
prog1:3m has been nominated for 
its cgmprehensfye,and effective 
curri.culum revi~w process." 
Capilano offersJSL programs 
at six different'levels and the 
institution ser\/,es students from 
45 countries worldwide. 
"This. nomination confirms what 
I11str«ctars do -double and triple duty 
Capilano English instructor, Ryan 
Knighton, has been selected as 
one of 13 screenwriters to create 
a draft script based on his book 
Cockeyed. Ryan will work with 
star directors and writers at the 
Sundance Screenwriters Lab in Utah 
in January 2008. Past recipients 
of positions at the Lab include 
Quentin Tarantino for Reservoir 
Dogs, P. T. Anderson for Hard 
Eight, Ryan Fleck for Half Nelson, 
and Miranda July for You, Me and 
Everyone We Know, among many 
others. Ryan has received assistance 
with a Sloan Fellowship to attend 
the workshop. 
Michael Thoma, instructor in the 
Motion Picture Production program 
at Capilano, has accepted the 
position of writer-in-residence for 
the North Shore Libraries for 2008. 
Three students from Burnaby are having 
fun trying to solve a whodunit at one of 
Capilano's Geneskool on the Road workshops 
held in December. 
the first Capilano workshops, 
said they are also a great way to 
showcase her faculty's Laboratory 
facilities and programs. 
Marketing and Communications 
was involved in the promotion of 
Capilano as a Lower Mainland hub 
for Geneskool, and created a unique 
crime scene evidence bag filled 
with science-themed promotional 
materials. 
We've ktiown for years-that 
our preparatory programs are 
among the best fo the country," 
said James Cooke, vice-presi-
dent, Student and Institutional 
Support. "Welre thrilled with the 
nomination and I'm especially 
excited for our faculty who work 
hard to make learners from other 
countries feel welcome and at 
home in Canada." 
"This involves a number of workshops 
on the North Shore in April where I 
will meet with aspiring writers and 
give comments on their manuscripts 
and/or screenplays," he said. 
Michael is also on one of the 
committees supporting a 2008 
conference at Simon Fraser University 
on Culture, Consdousness and Nature 
-A Context for Climate Change. 
AG: This is provided for in the 
budget for 1970-1971 and will 
come up again in the Finance 
committee. 
FM #1: Whether it is a greater 
or lesser expense, it comes under 
budget priorities. 
FM #2: If you have $15,000 
to spend on a computer, who 
defends this as an administra-
tional nei:essity?: Who says that 
computerisation is an adminis-
trative necessity and how do we 
get to saying that? 
FM #3: Computerisation i:an 
save money. 
FM #4 : I do not see why money 
for a computer doesn't mean less 
money for teaching. 
IJXllBrd fXllinners 
Congratula.tions to seven 
Capilano students who were 
each awa~ded a $5,000 Irving 
K. Barber,B.C. Scholarship. They 
are: Mich~lle .Delap lace, Eva 
Hodge, Samantha Johnson, 
Angela Meyer, Melanie Rak, 
Lexi Soukoreff and Drew Stewart. 
Marshall Axani, a. recent Capilano 
Motion Picture Production program 
grad, has won the inaugural 
Motion Picture Production 
Industry 4ssociation Short Film 
Award at the December Whistter 
Film Festi~al. Marshall's script, 
package a;nd pitch were chosen 
by a pane;l of B.[.;film luminaries 
as the be~t out of a large and 
competitiye field 9f contestants. 
The prize), worth $100,000 in 
combined)cash and services, will 
allow Marihall t$ film his short, 
Light of t~e Family Burham. 
l 
Cap.ila1nou· •. 
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Medal winnerreally on the ball 
Whether she's coaching young 
women in Canada's newest ice sport 
of ringette, guiding a soccer ball 
towards her opponents' goal, or 
mentoring young women as a Big 
Sister, Capilano's 2007 Lt. Governor 
Silver Medal recipient, Melissa 
Geisbrecht, is always giving 100 
per cent. 
"Melissa was an exceptional 
student, excelling in all her 
classes," said Sally Livingstone, 
convenor of Capilano's Medical 
Office Assistant program. "She 
mentored other students in the 
program and also volunteered as a 
student ambassador at the College." 
Melissa, a recent graduate of 
Capilano's Medical Office Assistant 
A $25,000 d91'g1tion preserlted 
November 28. ?Y RBCto Capil,mo 
College wiUL ~nable students in the 
Bi:!chelo!' ofJazz Studies degree 
prq~rc1tn and the Bachelor of Music 
Jr;mlSfer'diploma program to build 
their ability to pursue successful 
careers' in the arts. 
Capilano will use the money to 
purchase several new muskal 
instruments, including a trom-
bone, piccolo, euphonium, tuba, 
program, initially studied science 
and the arts at the University of 
British Columbia. But a sick parent 
was a deciding factor in her choos-
ing another path. 
"My mother has multiple sclerosis, 
and we have had to deal with 
numerous medical office assis-
tants," Melissa explained. "I felt 
I could be empathetic to people's 
concerns and provide families with 
the best service they deserve, and 
that is why I chose this field." 
The 24-year-old's compassionate 
attitude did not go unnoticed and 
she was hired by BC Children's 
Hospital immediately upon graduat-
ing last spring. Today, Melissa is 
working full-time as an administra-
flutes, clarinets, an oboe and 
other equipment that is vital to 
the learning experience of its 
students. 
Pictured from left to rig ht: 
RBCbranch managerr Sim.one 
Doucette; Dr .. Greg Lee, president 
of Capilano; Dprothy Jantzen, 
Capilano's dean of Fine and 
Applied Arts; Suzanne Rutherford, 
RVP personal & business markets 
Vancouver North, RBC Financial 
2010 Cultural Olympiad 
Capilano has been selected to host six performances during the 2010 
Cultural Olympiad festival that begins in February 2008. They include two 
from Capilano's jazz series and four from the folk/roots series. Coproduced 
by VANOC, the selection is acknowledgement of the institution's strong 
programming and positioning in the Sea to Sky Corridor. Tickets can 
be purchased through the Capilano Performing Arts Box Office at 
www.capcollege.bc.ca/theatre, or by calling 604.990. 7810. All but the 
first performance are at the Capilano Performing Arts Theatre and they all 
start at 8 p.m.: 
Kelly Joe Phelps 
and The Wailin' Jennys 
February 9, 2008 
(At the Chan Centre at UBC) 
Ruthie Foster 
February 15 
Harry Manx 
February 16 
Black Umfolosi 
February 24 
Bill Charlap Trio 
February 14 
Steve Turre 
With "A" Band and NiteCap 
Musical Direction: Rejean Marois 
February 21 
Left to right: Melissa 
Geisbrecht receives the 
2007 Lt. Governor's 
Silver Medal from Sally 
Livingstone, convenor of 
Capilana's Medical Office 
Assistant program, and 
Dr. Greg Lee, president. 
tor in the hospital's respiratory 
unit. 
"My job means quite a bit to me 
and I enjoy it immensely," said the 
former Squamish resident. "I feel 
I'm making a difference in people's 
lives, no matter how small it might 
seem." 
The Lt. Governor's Silver Medal is 
awarded to a student at Capilano 
who has been registered in a 
career/vocational program of less 
than two years duration and has 
not only excelled in their studies 
but has also contributed in a posi-
tive way to the life of the College 
or their community. 
Group; and jessica Thoms, 
director of the Capilano College 
toundation. i 
The Wai/in' Jennys 
by Dr. Robert Campbell 
At our January meeting, we 
approved a process to imple-
ment the revised faculty 
constituencies on Education 
Council. The new constituen-
cies are posted on the Council 
site on the Intranet under 
Governance. We also gave 
approval in principle to the 
Administrative Assistant Online 
program. It will allow students 
at least two years to complete 
training in traditional admin-
istrative support skills and 
training in the latest office 
technology, all online. 
We also gave approval in 
principle to the creation of the 
Film Institute for Advanced 
Motion Picture Production. This 
four-month summer program 
will help students make the 
transition from school produc-
tions to real-world commercial 
film making. Graduates will work 
alongside industry professionals, 
and they will create a profes-
sional portfolio as they advance 
their film skills. 
Finally, we appointed our repre-
sentatives to the Distinguished 
Alumni Awards selection 
committee. This award, first 
offered l.ast year, honours former 
students who have distinguished 
themselves through their accom-
plishments, contributions to 
their profession and in s.ervice 
to their community. We had 
amazing nominees Last yeat, and 
we are Looking forward to this 
year's nominations. The nomina-
tion deadline is February 29. 
imle1mer 
Send all 1informer submissions to: 
Shetley )<ean, editor 
Public Affairs 
Birch bujlding,:room 46.2 
2055 Purcell Way 
North V~ncouver, B.C. 
V7J 3H51 
skean@~apc:ollrge.bc.ca 
Tel: 604{.983.7'596 
Fax: 604.984.1714 
J Deadline; for th~ iFepruary issue 
is: Mon4ay, FeJ>ru~ry 41 2008. 
Submissjons Mcluding 
photographs) n/iay be edited 
for bre1ty and;clarity and mll 
appear qnLine. 
